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ñé The topic has become somewhat 

academically stagnant and consequently too easily 

captured by strong popular culture stereotypes, 

not least of the sophisticated middle class urbanite 

moving themselves and their family to start a new 

healthier life in what is perceived by them to be an 

idyllic rural setting.ò
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· migration to rural areas has dominantly involved the middle 
classes, contributing to the gentrification of the countryside 
(Robinson, 1990)

· the English countryside has been ócapturedô by the middle 
classes (Murdoch, 1995)

· colonisation of rural areas by professional and managerial 
óservice classesô (Phillips, 1998) 

· fractions of the middle classes (most notably amongst the 
service classesé.) are drawn to the countryside (Hoggart & 
Hiscock, 2005)

· rural communities are becoming more middle-aged, middle-
class and exclusive (Alexander, 2006)

Examples
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· Middle class migrants?

· Employment motivations

· Self-employed & Petit bourgeoisie

· Exploit óruralityô as a commodity

· Entrepreneurial migrants = scenically attractive rural areas

· Create jobs  (1.9 ï2.4 per SE migrant)

(0.52 per migrant)

· Service sector V traditional skills

· Maintains jobs  = ólift everyone upô

Reality & Positive Contributions


