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Plan of this presentation

ÅIntroduction

ÅCapitalism and Freedom (to operate)

ÅEnrollment

ÅNeoliberal technologies of governance

ÅTechnologies of neoliberal governance

ÅMultiple Enactments

ÅResponses

ÅConclusions

^
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Once upon a timeé
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Colloque Walter Lippmann

Rougier Schütz Lippmann Hayek von Mises

Polanyi Rueff Rüpke Rüstow Aron

And about 17 othersé Paris, 1938
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Colloque Walter Lippmann

Concluded thaté

ÅClassical liberalism had failed

ïTyrannies in Germany and Russia

ïState growing rapidly in UK, France, USA

ÅLaissez-faire inadequate

ÅA new liberalism needed: neoliberalism

ÅState would be at service of the market

ÅResult: greater individual liberty
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Colloque Walter Lippmann
ÅForm a Centre International d'Etudes Pour la 

Rénovation du Libéralisme

ÅWar intervened; France occupied

ÅBut 1944: Hayek publishes The Road to 
Serfdom, instant best seller
ïKnowledge always incomplete

ïCentral planning arbitrary

ïOnly market could coordinate affairs of free citizens

ïInternational body to keep states from limiting market

ÅAfter war, forms the Mont Pelerin Society
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Questions!

ÅWhy was Hayekôs approach embraced?

ÅHow did it become orthodoxy in just a few 

decades?

ÅWhy did it succeed in transforming the 

agrifood sector from seeds to Sainsburyôs?

ÅHow did it become a set of óself-evident 

truthsô?
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Capitalism & Freedom (to Operate)

ÅFriedman et al. try it out in Chile in 1975

ïPinochet ultimately toppled

ïCounterseasonal fruit industry developed

ÅNeoliberalism promises FTO to corporate 

& financial elite under banner of freedom

ÅPromises to open markets closed by tariffs 

and quotas
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Enrolling Consumers

ÅNeoliberalism promises freedom of choice 

to consumers

ÅNot merely for goods but for all sorts of 

things previously provided by state

ÅInefficiencies of states would be replaced 

by allegedly efficient private sector 

competing in the marketplace

ÅElection of Thatcher (UK) and Reagan (US)
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Neoliberal Technologies of 

Governance

ÅNew governance technologies needed

ÅFoucault: óTechnologies of Powerô

Å4 key organizations:

ïWorld Trade Organization 

ïWorld Bank

ïInternational Monetary Fund

ïWorld Intellectual Property Organization
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Neoliberal Technologies of 

Governance: WTO

ÅInstantiation of Hayekôs 1944 proposal

ÅLimits tariffs, quotas, non-tariff trade 

barriers

ÅDispute Settlement Process to sanction 

violations

ÅWTO legally blind to other issues (e.g., 

human rights, labor, environment)
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Neoliberal Technologies of 

Governance: World Bank

ÅInitially about European reconstruction 

after WW II

ÅTransformed under McNamara

ÅDebt crisis an opportunity

ÅPrivate funds sought and received

ÅóStructural adjustmentô imposed on poor 

nations in return for debt refinancing
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Neoliberal Technologies of 

Governance: Intnôl Monetary Fund

ÅIn tandem with WB lends money to nations 

that pursue neoliberal agenda

ÅEventually becomes key means for top-

down transformation of weak economies

ïOpens them to external trade, ownership

ïReduces government spending

ïCreates space for neoliberal governance
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Neoliberal Technologies of 

Governance: WIPO

ÅDesigned to harmonize Intellectual 

Property rules; what is patented in one 

nation protected elsewhere

ÅAlso expanded range of protectable items

ÅWhen not sufficiently fast, helped along by 

Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights 

(TRIPs) agreement
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Impact

ÅMonsanto becomes leading seed producer 

globally with a 23% market share

ÅGlobal trade in food and agricultural 

products (FAOstat):

ï1961 = US$ 135 billion

ï2006 = US$ 12 trillion

ÅGlobally 51% of packaged foods sold now 

in supermarkets (ERS)
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Impact

Å70 supermarket buyers control most of 

European food supply (Grievink) 

ÅSupermarket global expansion 

ÅTwin strategies used by supermarkets:

ïSupply Chain Management

ïTripartite Standards Regime

ÅNot part of neoliberal project but 

response to it
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Supply Chain Management (SCM)

ÅAs state withdraws from direct action in 

market, price competition becomes fierce

ÅBut competition leads to lower profits

ÅSCM reorganizes economy as supply 

chains rather than firms

ÅSC captains (supermarkets) organize 

suppliers to lower cost and increase 

differentiation
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Tripartite Standards Regime (TSR)

ÅTo make SCs work, need to keep all other 

actors in line

ÅTSR does this by 

ïStandards (of individual chains or by groups)

ïCertifications (by third parties)

ïAccreditations (of certifiers)

ÅCreates a global system of governance 

that is not under direct state control
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Tripartite Standards Regime (TSR)

ÅGeneral TSR bodies include

ïInternational Accreditation Forum

ïInternational Laboratory Accreditation 

Cooperation

ïInternational Organization for Standardization

ÅSpecialized Agrifood bodies include

ïCodex Alimentarius

ïGlobalGAP

ïCIES

-- SQF

-- COLEACP
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2008 Supermarket Sales & Gross 

Domestic Product (billions US$)

ÅWal-Mart (US) $375

ÅCarrefour (France) $98

ÅMetro (Germany) $96

ÅTesco (UK) $59

ÅAhold (Netherlands) $35

ÅGreece  $357

ÅLibya $101

ÅSlovakia $95

ÅBelarus $60

ÅLativa $34
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Technologies of Neoliberal 

Governance

ÅNew technologies offer new societal 

possibilities (Dewey)

ÅNeoliberalism implicated in four classes:

ïGenetics/Genomics

ïTransport

ïNanotechnologies

ïInformation and Communications 

Technologies (ICT)
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Technologies of Neoliberal 

Governance

ÅA word of warning

ÅThese technologies not developed 

because of neoliberalism

ÅBut they have fostered, and in turn have 

been shaped by, the neoliberal project

ÅTo that extent they have supported its 

enactment
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Genetics/Genomics

ÅHighly individualizing

ÅInvolves claims of ófine-tuningô of plants 

(e.g., Roundup Ready®), animals (BST)

ÅPromised is nutrigenomics ïpersonalized 

dietary regimes 

ÅóOmicô disciplines promise to analyze 

organism óin its entiretyô (Evans)


