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Do you remember 

what you were doing 

on 23rd May 2007?
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Chinese Government No 1 Policy Documents:

ÅIncreasing Farmersô Incomes (2004)

ÅImproving Agricultural Production Capacity (2005)

ÅAdvancing the óBuilding a New Countrysideô scheme 

(2006)

ÅDeveloping Modern Agriculture (2007)

ÅResolving Rural Problems (2008)

ÅStabilizing Agricultural Prices and Increasing Farmersô 

Incomes (2009)



ñthe countryside is in urban hands already, 
as it has been since the city generated its 
trade and capitalò (Barnett, 1998)



The political resilience of the rural

1930s-40s: Rural preservationist movement takes 
on unregulated urban expansion and wins 
protection for rural landscapes

1940s-50s: Farm unions secure massive financial 
support for agriculture through CAP etc

1970s-80s: Rural community movement fights for 
the right to develop

1990s-2000s: New rural identity politics?






